
REAL-EDWARDS CONSERVATION AND RECLAMATION DISTRICT



CODE of ETHICS POLICY

Adopted May 10th, 2005

Revised March 24th, 2011
1.01.

Purpose. This code of ethics has been adopted by the District for the following purposes: (a) to comply with section 36.06l of the Texas Water Code, as amended; (b) to encourage high ethical standards in official conduct by District Officials; and (c) to establish guidelines for such ethical standards of conduct.

1.02.

Policy. It is the policy of the District that District Officials shall conduct themselves in a manner consistent with sound business and ethical practices; that the public interest shall always be considered in conducting District business; that the appearance of impropriety shall be avoided to ensure and maintain public confidence in the district and that the board shall control and manage the affairs of the District fairly, impartially, and without discrimination, and in accordance with the stated purpose of the District.

1.03.
Conflicts of Interest.

(a)
A District Official is prohibited by Chapter 171 of the Local Government Code from participating, directly or indirectly, in a vote or decision or from acting as a surety on any matter involving a business entity in which the official has substantial interest, if it is reasonably foreseeable that an action on the matter would confer an economic or any other benefit on the business entity.

(b)
In cases of conflicts of interest, District Officials shall disclose such conflicts and shall file with the board secretary an affidavit stating the nature and extent of the conflict of interest. Thereafter, that District Official shall abstain from participation in the matter as provided by law.

(c)
District Officials shall not disclose, without written legal authorization, confidential information to advance the financial or other private interests of himself or others regarding any contract or transaction which is or may be the subject of an official action of the district.

(d) The District may not contract for the purchase of services or personal property directly with a district official or with a business entity in which a district official has a substantial interest except as permitted by law.

(e) The Board shall take a separate vote on any budget item specifically dedicated to a contract with a business entity in which a Director has a substantial interest. The Director having the substantial interest may not participate in that separate vote, but may vote on a final budget if the separate budget item voted on does not exceed 10% of the total budget.

1.04. Nepotism. The Board shall not confirm the appointment to any position, nor award a contract, to a person related to a member of the board within the second degree by affinity (marriage) or within the third degree by consanguinity (ancestry) when the salary or other compensation of such appointee is paid, directly or indirectly, from District funds, except as provided by CHAPTER 573, GOV’T. CODE.

1.05. Acceptance of Gifts.

(a)
A District Official shall not solicit, accept, or agree to accept any benefit of value from a person or business entity the District Official knows is interested in or likely to become interested in any contract, purchase, payment, claim, or other transaction involving the exercise of their discretion as a public servant, or any matter before the board, or likely to come before the board for any decision, opinion, recommendation, or vote.

(b)
The prohibition against gifts or favors in section 1.06(a) shall not apply to:

(1) an occasional non-pecuniary gift, valued at less than $25.00; or 

(2) an award publicly presented in recognition of public service.

1.06. Use of District Property. No board member, officer, or employee shall permit any personal or unauthorized use of district-owned or district-controlled, equipment, materials, supplies, or property.

The board officially finds, determines, and declares that this “Code of Ethics Policy”   was reviewed, carefully considered, and adopted at a regular meeting of the board on the date set forth below and that a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place, and subject of this meeting was posted at a place readily accessible and convenient to the public within the District and on a bulletin board located at a place convenient to the public in the Real and Edwards County Courthouses for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law, Section 551.001, et seq., TEXAS GOV’T CODE, as amended, and that this meeting had been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this Procedure for Meetings was discussed, considered, and acted upon. The board further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.
PASSED AND APPROVED 24th day of March, 2011.
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